
Vashon-Maury Island Garden Club History

May 12, 2025



The Vashon Heritage Museum stands on the ancestral lands of 

the sx̌ʷəbabš or Swift Water People, who inhabited Vashon-

Maury Island for millennia. 

The Donation Land Claim Act encouraged large numbers of settlers to 

claim land, even before the Medicine Creek Treaty of 1854 

extinguished Native claims to it.

The sx̌ʷəbabš were imprisoned on Fox Island during the Puget Sound 

Treaty Wars by the Territorial government and later relocated onto the 

Puyallup Reservation. 

We acknowledge the people of the Puyallup Tribe whose stewardship 

of and relationship with Vashon-Maury Island continues today. 

We commit to amplify the voices of Indigenous People, making space 

for them to tell their own story, both past and present, in our exhibits 
and programs.



Sharing Our Passion

Whether it’s called the Peach Festival, the Harvest 

Festival, the Vashon Island Festival or the Strawberry 

Festival, the Garden Club has been celebrating with 

the rest of the island — with floats, Flower Fairs, even 

a Drill Team! And to encourage others to become 

passionate gardeners there are the plant sales and 

holiday craft shows.



Stages of Garden Club Development

First Stage – sx̌ʷəbabš or Swift Water People

Second Stage - 1880s to 1910s – Horticultural

Third Stage – 1910s to 1930s -  Beautification

Fourth Stage – 1940s to 1960s – Flowers and Arrangements

Fifth Stage - 1970s to 1990s – Shift 

Sixth Stage – 2000s to 2010s – Inclusion

Seventh Stage – 2010s to 2020s – Community



First Stage

Vashon Gardens
sx̌ʷəbabš or Swift Water People

Swales

Clam Gardens 



Second Stage - Horticulture

Vashon Horticultural Clubs

Chautauqua 1888

Vashon Horticultural Club 1892

First in State of Washington

Fruit Growers Horticultural Society 1900



Second Stage - Horticulture

World War I Victory Gardens

Ida Van Olinda in her Victory Garden - 1918



Third Stage - Beautification

Vashon Garden Clubs: The Beginnings

Burton

  1927 – Burton Improvement Club         1930 - Vashon Lily Club 

  1928  - Burton Garden Club

  1929 – Burton Flower Show



Vashon Gardens
Twickenham Estates

1920s

Water Gardens 



Vashon Gardens
Mukai Gardens

1930s

Japanese Stroll Garden



April 9, 1945

President – Mrs. Gorsuch

Vice-President – Mrs. Howe

Secretary-Treasurer – Mrs. Gabourel

Fourth Stage 

Vashon Garden Club - 1945
Organized with 80 members



1946

      Balance on Hand -  $ 6.15

      Dues -                     $ 2.00

      Total -                      $8.18

Vashon Garden Club 



Vashon Island Garden Club
1950 Festival Parade

Monty Arrowsmith & Mr. Langley



Vashon Island Garden Club
1951 Festival Parade – Vashon Queen and Princesses

Susan Wadleigh, Queen, Court: Helen Krancevich, Phyllis Brown, Nancy Reed, Nancy Dahlgren



1951 

Vashon Island 

Garden Club 

Flower Show

The Bridge

Wins State Award 



1952 Merger 

Vashon Island Garden Club

Unit 1 

and

Vashon Island Garden Club

Unit 2



Vashon Island Garden Club

Flower Arranging

Flower arranging was such a focus in the earlier 

days of the Club that in 1952, members were 

required to bring three horticultural specimens or 

flower arrangements to each meeting, with a fine 

of 25 cents per arrangement if they did not!  The 

Vashon-Maury Island Garden Club belonged to the 

Washington State Federation of Garden Clubs, 

whose conferences included elaborate flower 

arranging competitions, as did our local Flower 

Fairs and Festivals.  



Vashon Island Garden Club
Flower Shows & Flower Arranging



Vashon Island Garden 

Club

1952

Flower Arranging



Vashon Island Garden Club 

1953

Hat Day



Fifth Stage - The Shift 

Celebrate Earth Day

WASH-A-HIPPIE

Earth Day – Earth Faire



Fifth Stage – The Shift

From Mrs. to Names

1980s Entrance Arrangement



Vashon-Maury Island Garden Club

1985 V-MIGC Membership Book
1973 VIGC Membership Book



Vashon-Maury Island Garden Club 

Federation of Garden Clubs

1958 National Convention 1993 State Convention



2000 Vashon-Maury Island Garden Club 

leaves Federation of Garden Clubs

In 2000 the Club voted to break away to focus on local 

horticultural interests. That ended the judged flower 

displays that brought bushels of ribbons back to 

Vashon. Presentation topics switched from workshops 

on flower arranging to such things as native plant 

gardening, or water wise plants. 



2012 “Through the Garden Gate” 

Terry Hershey’s Soul Gardening

Sixth Stage – Inclusion

Patricia Kelly, Tom Pruiksma, Terry Hershey, Ellie Hughes, Gordon Millar



Passion in the Dirt: 

Sixty years of Plant Lust and Flower Power  

The exhibit is designed to highlight the various ways the 

changes in the Garden Club have represented the 

historic changes in Vashon-Maury Island.  The whimsical 

central theme of the exhibit, Passion in the Dirt, is 

reflected in the various sections of the exhibit.  A Flair for 

Flower Arranging, Frolicsome Fun and Fellowship, 

Galluptious Garden Gifts, Glorious Community Gardens, 

Sharing Our Passion, and Splendor in the Class all 

embody the passion Garden Club members have 

exhibited over the past sixty years.

2012 Vashon Heritage Museum Exhibit



Curators:    Karen Baer                 Carla Okigwe

                                      C. Hunter Davis  Jaralene Spring
                                      Lynn Greiner  Cindy Stockett

                                      Susan Hedrick  Nancy Studer 
                                      Pat Nesland

2012 Vashon Heritage Museum Exhibit



2013  Garden Club Drill Team



2016 Strawberry Festival Garden Club Float



Seventh Stage – Community

2020  Certified Wildlife Habitat Community
National Wildlife Federation - Julia Lakey



Thematic

Community Gardens

Annual Garden Awards

Garden Tours

Education

Plant Sale



Community Gardens

From its beginning, sixty years ago, the Vashon-

Maury Island Garden Club has wanted to ‘flower’ 

beyond our own gardens. With money from our 

sales and shows we have bought plantings for 

gardens at the Nike site, the Food Bank, the 

Vashon Pharmacy, and the Vashon Library.   We 

have planted bulbs at Point Robinson, cleared 

brush and landscaped  Inspiration Point, and 

cared for the gardens at the Vashon Community 

Care Center and the Vashon Health Center.  



Community Gardens
Inspiration Point

1958 Garden Club helps landscape Inspiration Point Lookout 



Community Gardens
Nike Base



Community Gardens
Memory Garden – 1974 Vashon Elementary 



Community Gardens
Vashon Community Care Patio Garden 2012



Community Gardens
9/11 Memorial Garden at Point Robinson 2002



Community Gardens
Breast Cancer Awareness Garden Sunrise Ridge 2005



1974 First  Annual Garden Awards

The Garden Club is passionate about beautiful 

gardens!  Members are always on the lookout for 

unique gardens growing on our idyllic island. In 1974, 

The Garden Club began recognizing these unique 

gardens with an annual” Community Garden Award”.   

What fun!  A committee of garden detectives tromped 

around Vashon, following up on leads from the 

membership, keeping their eyes peeled for that 

perfect garden.   After a delightful summer of garden 

visits, three residential gardens and one business 

garden are selected as our winners. 



Annual Garden Awards

Karen Garrison’s Garden 1980s

Pam Haulman’s Garden 2000



Annual Garden Awards



Garden Tours
Open Gardens 

2014 Open Garden 

1950s Open Garden 



Garden Tours
Off Island Tours



Garden Tours
First VAA Garden Tour 1990



Education

Prizes

Garden Club Beautification Essay Contest

Polly Helzer presents Paul Fitzpatrick $5.00 Garden Club Prize
Pam Cornutt  2nd Place $3, John Montague 3rd Place $2



Education

Kay White Scholarships



Education

Helen Puz Horticultural Grants



Education
McMurray Library -1990s Librarian Julie Jaffe



Education

Chautauqua Garden – Jeri Wilson and Carolyn Candy



Education
Greenhouse Propagation – VHS & Matsuda Farm



Plant Sale 

First Plant Sale 1948

$8.65



Plant Sale

1974 Vashon Health Center Plant Sale - $ 353

Mrs. Wilber G Burr, Bea Garrison, Kay Putnam



Plant Sale

2023 Plant Sale Group Photo - 2024 $ 12,977



2012 Past Presidents



“It is all about being social”



“It is all about being social”

Vashon-Maury Island Garden Club members have a lot of 

fun.  One member summed it up when she said:

“The meetings introduce us to new people with similar 

interests.  We indulge in a lot of laughter and trading of 

ideas and plants.  Work parties in homes teach us to 

make special items such as dried floral arrangements or 

wreathes from our member experts, among whom are 

several Master Gardeners as well as self-taught 

geniuses.  We are active involved people who enjoy 

coming together for a meeting where we talk about 

mucking about in the dirt.” 
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Pam’s Porch

Photo by Mary Liz Austin

Sunset Magazine 
Birds and Blooms 

Magazine

Backyard Living Magazine

Ideals Country Magazine

A View from the Porch - 
Calendar

Gardens – Calendar

Vashon Allied Arts Garden 

Tour Notecard

Tom Haseltine 

Photography Notecard

Community Garden Award, 
Vashon-Maury Island 

Garden Club
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